ATIKAMEKSHENG ANISHNAWBEK RATIFICATION VOTING
PROCEDURES
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Definitions

“Gimaa” means the person elected as Chief.

“Debendaaziwaad” refers to the people of the Atikameksheng Anishnawbek. Those people who are
recognized as “those who belong” and are registered with Atikameksheng Anishnawbek.
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ATIKAMEKSHENG ANISHNAWBEK
RATIFICATION VOTING PROCEDURES

Electoral Officer
Atikameksheng Anishnawbek Administration office shall post a call out to community members to
complete this scope of work.

Calling a Ratification Vote
Gimaa and Council shall call a ratification vote, when ratification is required, a minimum of thirty (30) days
before the actual day of the ratification vote

Gimaaand Council shallapprove and pass an Atikameksheng Anishnawbek council resolution
that consists of the following information:

i.  Purpose of the Ratification Vote
i.  Date of the ratification vote
ii.  Process of voting ( on-line/mail-in/in person)
iv.  Thetresddofeligible voters must cast avote ontheissue andthe majority ofthe ballots cast
will vote in favour of
v.  Time the polling station(s) are open and closed
vi.  Location of the polling station(s)
vii.  Electoral Officer
vii.  Date, location and time of the required Community Ratification Information Meeting,

Oncethe Council Resolution is passed a flyer will be sent out and posted on the Atikameksheng
Anishnawbek Website informing the registered voters.

Voter’s List
A minimum of thirty days beforetheratificationvotethe Administration Departmentshallprovide
thevoter’slisttothe Electoral Officer.

The voters list shall be alphabetical and include the following information on Debendaaziwaad:

A. First, Middle and Last Name
B. Date ofBirth
C. Atikameksheng Anishnawbek Registry (currently the Band) Number

The Electoral Officer hasthe authority to make amendmentsto the voter lists ininstances inwhich
proofisprovidedthatapersonnotonthelistisaDebendaaziwaad andininstancesinwhich proofisnot
providedthatapersononthelistisaDebendaaziwaad. The proof(oranoteindicating lack of proof) will
be attached to the Voting Results Report for each name added or removed from the voter’s list.

ThenamesofDebendaaziwaadwhoturn18yearsofage ontheday oftheratificationvoteshallbe
added to the voter’s list.
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Electoral Officer shallsignaconfidentialityagreementthatvoterlistinformationwillonly be sharedfor
the purposes of the vote, and allinitial and updated data will be returned to the Administration Office
when vote iscompleted.

Address of Debendaaziwaad

A minimum of thirty days daysbeforetheratificationvotethe Administration
Departmentshallprovidethemostrecent mailing addresses of Debendaaziwaad to the Electoral
Officer.

The mailing list shall be provided inaword document, so thatthe Electoral Officer can add any new
addresses or make corrections to the addresses provided. The Electoral Officer shall provide the most up
todate mailing addressestothe Administration Departmentoncetheratification vote has occurred.

Community Ratification Information Meeting
Within20days oftheratification votethe Gimaaand Councilshallcallacommunity ratification
information meeting for the Debendaaziwaad 18 years of age and older.

The community ratification information meeting is called to:

(@ Provide information or update to Atikameksheng Anishnawbek Debendaaziwaad on the
matter requiring a ratification vote,

(b) Seek input on questions or issues prior to the vote; and to

(c) Set out the voting process.

Ballot Preparation
The Electoral Officer shall prepare the ballot, and initial each ballot on the back.

A minimum of 500 ballots shall be prepared by the Electoral Officer.

Voting On Line

The Atikameksheng Anishnawbek Registry (currently the band) numbers of each Debendaaziwaad who
are 18years of age and older onthe date of theratification vote shall have the opportunity to vote on
line.

Onlinevotingshallbe availableforaminimumof fift e e n faysbeforethepolling station(s) open
and shall close when the in-person polling station closes.

Tovote on-line, a Debendaaziwaad must enter her/his 10 digit Registry number to access to the on line
ballot plus their first and last name as it appears on their status card.
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The software completes a cross reference to ensure the Registry number has only been entered once.
Oncethecrossreferenceiscompletedanditisdeterminedthatthe numberhasnotbeenpreviously
entered the ballot question shall appear on the screen.

The Debendaaziwaad shall read the ballot and cast their vote. A vote is not cast until s/he has answered
the ratification question AND clicked the “submit” button.

Onlinevotingprovidesthe Electoral Officerwithanuptodatelistof Debendaaziwaadwho have voted
online. The Electoral Officer marksthe namesthatappear onthe on-linevoterlistonthe official voter’s
listin the colour that represents on line voting, prior to polling stations opening.

Once the polling station(s) has/have closed, the Electoral Officer shall print off the tally sheets of the
votes that were cast and publically write them on a flip chart for everyone to view.

Mail In Ballot

Debendaaziwaad who are atleast 18 years of age and whose postal addresses have been provided by
the Administration Department shall receive a mail in ballot package.

The Mail In Ballot package shall consists of the following

i.  Instructions on the voting process by mail in
ii. Witness Declarationform
iii. Ballot with the electoral officer’s initial’s on the back side
iv.  Inner envelope marked “ballot”
v.  Envelope addressed to the Electoral Officer

Mail in ballot packages are to be post marked 25 working days before the ratification vote.

Debendaaziwaad shall mark their ballot with a cross, check mark or any other mark that clearly indicates
theirvote. Oncetheirvote is castthey are requiredto place the ballotinthe envelope thatis marked
“ballot”,and complete the witness declarationform. Oncethatis allcompleted the Debendaaziwaad
places all items in the envelope addressed to the Electoral Officer and the Debendaaziwaad is
responsible for affixing the appropriate postage and mailing the envelope.

Inthe eventthatthe ballotis spoiled, the Debendaaziwaad can contactthe Electoral Officer foranew
mailinpackagetobemailedtothemoncethe spoiledballothasbeenreturnedtothe Electoral Officer.

Inthe event that a ballot is lost or misplaced, the Debendaaziwaad can contact the Electoral Officer for a
new mailin package to be mailed tothemonce the “lost or misplaced” declarationis completed and
returnedtothe Electoral Officer. The Debendaaziwaad also hasthe opportunity tovoteinpersonand
would have to complete the lost or misplaced declaration form.

Electoral Officer or deputy Electoral Officer shallnote onthe official voter’s listinthe colour that
represents on mail in ballots received.

Electoral Officerattheirdiscretionmayallow Debendaaziwaadtoemail orfaxtheirballotwiththe
witness declaration to the Electoral Officer.
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Voting In Person
Electoral Officershallensurethereisaminimum oftwovoting booths atthe polling station(s) whichwill
provide secrecy for the Debendaaziwaad to cast their vote.

Tenminutes priortoopening ofthe pollthe Electoral Officerand or deputy Electoral Officer shall call
uponaDebendaaziwaadthatis presenttowitnessthatthe ballotboxesmarked“mailinballots”:and
“voting in person” are empty. A seal is placed on the ballot boxes with the initials of the
Debendaaziwaad and the Electoral Officer.

The Polling Station(s) shall not open any earlier then 10:00 am and shall remain open a minimum of
eight hours to a maximum of ten hours.

The Electoral Officer or Deputy Electoral Officer shall provide a ballot to each Debendaaziwaad who
attends to vote, shows their registration card and whose name appears on the official voter’s list; and
shall mark each ofthese names onthe voter’s listin the colour that represents in person voting.

In the event that the Debendaaziwaad name does not appear on the official voter’s list the
Debendaaziwaad must provide proof of eligibility. Once the proof of eligibility has been confirmed and
acceptedbythe Electoral Officerthe name ofthe Debendaaziwaadis addedtothe official voter’slist
and a ballot is provided to the Debendaaziwaad.

The ballot that is provided to each Debendaaziwaad in person shall be returned and verified by the
Deputy Electoral Officer prior to being placed in the ballot box by the Debendaaziwaad.

Inthe eventthat the Debendaaziwaad ballot is spoiled and they are seeking a second ballot, the spoiled
ballotis placed in an envelope and the second ballot shall be recorded on the official voter’s list.

Electoral Officer canonly vote whenthereis atieandthe process of castingthetie breaker vote will
consist of placing two ballots, each with opposite votes into a hatand the first name pulled by the
Electoral Officer shall be the official vote casted.

Counting of the Ballots
MailInBallots are openedduringthetimethe polling station(s) are openand placed onthe ballotbox
marked “mail inballots”.

Oncethepollshave closedthe Electoral Officer shall printthetally sheetforonline votingand postthe
results publically on flip charts within the polling station.

Once the polling station(s) have closed and all ballot boxes are together the Electoral Officer shall, in the
presence of one or more Debendaaziwaad and amember of Council, open all ballot boxes and

Unfold the ballotscasted

Verify the initial are those of the Electoral Officer

Count the votes given in favour of and against the ratification question
Completethe“countingresults form” of the outcome with the signature ofthe Electoral
Officer and a member of Council

HAwn e

The ballots are tallied in the following order:

1. On LineVoting
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2. Mail In/Email/Fax Ballots
3. Voting InPerson

Within 48 hours of the polling station(s) closing the electoral officer shall:

i.  Prepare areportsigned by the electoral officer with the following information
1. Number of Debendaaziwaad that were eligible to vote
The number of Debendaaziwaad who voted
The number of votes cast in favour of the ratification question
The number of votes cast against the ratification question
The number who voted by means (in-person, mail-in, on-line)
6. Number of spoiled or rejected ballots
ii.  Preparethereportintriplicate. One copy is submitted to Gimma and Council, the second is
posted in the lobby of the Administration Office and the third is filed with the document
from the ratificationvote

o wd

The Electoral Officer shall deposit the ballots used in the voting in a sealed envelope and retain them for
thirty days. If there is no call for a review the Electoral Officer destroys the ballots used.

Review Procedure
AnyDebendaaziwaadwhois 18yearsofage orolderonthe day oftheratificationvote canrequesta
review of the ratification vote under one of the two following circumstances:

1. Evidence of a Violation of the Ratification Process, and or
2. Evidence of a corrupt practise in the ratification vote.

Arequest for areview must be made in writing to Gimaa and Council within 30 days of the close of polls.

Gimmaand Councilshalldetermineifareviewisrequired, basedontheevidence providedbythe
personorpersonrequestingthereview. Thedecisiontoinitiate areviewlieswithinthe Gimmaand
Council and is final and binding.

If areview is deemed required the Electoral Officer will provide all necessary documentation to Gimma
and Council.
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