Niigaaniin Services
If you are eligible for April 2020 Ontario Works and you are signed up for direct deposits you will
have your financial assistance in your bank on Friday March 27th, 20202. If you receive a cheque
then it will be in your mailbox (Canada Post) on Friday March 27th, 2020 and dated for March 27th,
2020.
If you are in financial need and your employment has been affected by COVID 19 you need to apply
for EI first. See Summary of the News Announcement for Employment Insurance (below).
Here are the contact numbers for Niigaaniin
Service
Ontario Works
Mino Bimaadizidaa
Aaniish Naa
Anishnawbek
Ehnkiijik

Contact
Candace
Michelle
Jen
Tasha

Email
candace@niigaaniin.com
michelle@niigaaniin.com
jennifer@niigaaniin.com
natasha@niigaaniin.com

Cell Number
705-923-2962
705-923-3668
705-918-5282
705-852-1065

Niigaaniin also had a limited amount of gift cards in the amount of $50.00 to assist with additional
purchases during this precautionary time of social distancing and self-quarantined. We have
developed an intake process that will ask you specific questions as the gift cards are for those that
do not have any other form of income coming in. We know people will be upset however we need
to ensure that those with no other form of income in a month are assisted. We also encourage
people to contact the local food bank.
Candace is the contact for the gift cards.

Summary of the News Announcement for Employment Insurance
OTTAWA — Prime Minister Justin Trudeau announced changes to Canada’s sick-leave benefits under
employment insurance Wednesday March 11, 2020, to respond to concerns about COVID-19.

Here is a quick overview of how the program works and what these changes mean:
What are EI sick-leave benefits?
Eligible workers with no or limited paid-leave benefits through their employers can apply for up to
15 weeks of employment insurance if they cannot work for medical reasons such as cancer, a
broken leg, or in this case, being quarantined in a public-health threat.
How is the government adjusting the program for COVID-19?
For people quarantined due to COVID-19, the government is eliminating the waiting period
entirely, so you can get EI benefits for an entire 14-day quarantine.
Who qualifies for EI sick-leave benefits?
Employed Canadians who pay EI premiums, and self-employed people who register to participate
in the EI program, will qualify if they cannot work because of a medical condition, have lost at least
40 per cent of their usual weekly pay, and worked a minimum of 600 hours in the year before the
claim or since their last EI claim. If you are self-employed and pay into EI, you have to wait at least
12 months after registering to make a claim.
Do I need a doctor’s note?
Normally a medical certificate signed by your doctor is required to get sick-leave benefits, but the
government is waiving the note for patients required to go into quarantine by law or by a publichealth official. People who are asked to self-isolate by their employers when public-health officials
recommend it can also qualify.
The exact documentation required is still evolving, the goal is to minimize the effort required of a
person who needs to go into quarantine.
What happens if I get sick and the quarantine period is extended?
If you are put into quarantine as a precaution and aren’t sick then, but later do test positive for
COVID-19, a signed medical certificate confirming the diagnosis will be required for you to receive
sick-leave EI benefits beyond the initial period of the quarantine.
How much will I receive from EI sick leave?
The current EI payment is 55 per cent of your earnings up to a maximum of $573 a week.
What if I don’t qualify for EI sick-leave benefits?
At the moment there is no program, but the government is “exploring additional measures” to
provide some kind of income support for Canadians not eligible for EI sickness benefits.

This report by The Canadian Press was first published March 11, 2020.
Mia Rabson, The Canadian Press
https://toronto.citynews.ca/2020/03/11/how-ei-benefits-for-covid-19-quarantines-will-work/

